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Leopard mauls 
62-year-old farmer 
to death, sparks 
protest in 
Kaladevanahalli

Ramanagara, October 
12: A 62-year-old farm-
er died after being 
attacked by a leopard 
while collecting flow-
ers from his field at 
Kaladevanahalli vil-
lage in Magadi taluk 
early on Monday. The 
incident sparked pro-
tests, with residents 
accusing Forest 
Department officials of 
failing to respond effec-
tively to the growing 
leopard menace. The 
deceased, Shivaswamy, 
was also working as a 
priest in the village. He 
had gone to his farm-
land in the early hours 
to pluck kakada flow-
ers when the leopard, 
believed to have been 
hiding nearby, sudden-
ly attacked him. He 
sustained serious inju-
ries and died at the 
spot following heavy 
blood loss.

Gurugram : boAt, India’s No. 1 audio and 
wearables brand, announced the launch of its 
latest festive campaign, ‘Upgrade to boAt’, 
encouraging consumers to rethink their tech-
nology upgrades this Diwali. Built around 
the campaign thought ‘Upgrade Your Audio 
Products Before People Around You Turn 
Into Critics’, the campaign features Ravi 
Kishan, Shreya Kalra and Sufi Motiwala in a 
series of films that use familiar festive and 
everyday situations to highlight how the 
right technology can elevate the way people 

listen, entertain, connect and celebrate.The 
campaign taps into a familiar part of the 
Indian festive season, when consumers 
refresh their wardrobes, homes and elec-
tronic devices for Diwali. While upgrades are 
often driven by what is visible to others, 
everyday audio and connected technology 
can easily remain overlooked. boAt turns 
this ‘Festive Mismatch’ into the central 
theme of its campaign, using humour and 
social situations to encourage consumers to 
upgrade the technology that is an integral 
part of their everyday experiences.The three 
campaign films 
bring this 
thought to life 
through dis-
tinct personali-
ties and set-
tings. Ravi 
Kishan features 
in a workplace 
situation where 
c o n f l i c t i n g 
opinions turn a 
routine conver-
sation into 
comic chaos.

Upgrade to boAt’ Campaign This Diwali, Featuring 
Ravi Kishan, Shreya Kalra and Sufi Motiwala

Bengaluru: The 7th edition of the CMR 
National Art Camp, ‘Brushes and 
Beyond 2026’, concluded successfully 
on October 12 at CMR University’s 
scenic Lakeside Campus. Organised 
by the Nitara Center of Excellence 
from October 1 to 12, the camp brought 
together 17 artists from across India 
for twelve days of artistic exploration, 
creative exchange, and collaboration.

The event commenced with a vale-
dictory address by Prof. Muralidhar 
Reddy, Director of the Nitara Center of 
Excellence, CMR University, and 
Curator of Brushes and Beyond.

Chief Guest Dr. B. L. Shankar, 

President of Karnataka Chitrakala 
Parishath and former Minister of 
State for Youth Services and Sports, 
highlighted the challenges posed by 
emerging technologies and artificial 
intelligence (AI) in the fine arts sector. 
He emphasised the Parishath’s role in 
nurturing talented artists and reiter-
ated the vision behind Chitra Santhe, 
which carries the motto ‘Art for All’, 
to make art accessible to everyone. He 
expressed confidence that, under the 
guidance of Dr. K. C. Ramamurthy, 
CMR University would emerge as one 
of the premier universities in the 
country.

CMR National Art Camp ‘Brushes and Beyond 
2026’ Concludes at CMR University

Bengaluru : Knight Frank 
India, the leading interna-
tional property consultan-
cy, in its latest assessment 
of the Indian office market, 
reported that Bengaluru 
recorded 16.7 mn sq ft of 
office transactions during 
January to September 2026 
(9M CY2026) , the highest 
among India's eight major 
markets . Transactions fell 
26% year-on-year (YoY) 

from 22.5 mn sq ft in 9M 
CY2025. Despite the decline, 
this was Bengaluru’s sec-

ond-highest nine-month 
leasing volume since 2018.

Bengaluru Leads India's Office Market 
with 16.7 mn sq ft Leased in 9M CY2026

On the second day of the Navaratri festival, a special puja was 
organized by the family of social worker Ivendran Babu at the 
Sri Durgambadevi Temple in Gowdanapalya. Pramod Srinivas, 
President of the Bengaluru South Yuva Morcha, participated in 
the puja.

Bengaluru, : Travellers planning 
to visit Mysuru during the Dasara 
season can make use of a special 
one-day tour package launched by 
the Karnataka State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC). The service 
covers key attractions in 
Nimishamba, Srirangapatna and 
Mysuru, with travel arranged in 
Ashwamedha Classic buses. The 
package will be available from 
October 13 to October 28, excluding 
October 20 and 21. The Bengaluru 

Central Division has organised the 
service to help passengers visit sev-
eral important destinations in a sin-
gle day.The bus will depart from 
Bengaluru at 6 am and travel via the 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Expressway to 
Nimishamba Temple. After the tem-
ple visit and breakfast break, pas-
sengers will proceed to 
Srirangapatna to see the Sri 
Ranganathaswamy Temple, Dariya 
Daulat, the Gumbaz and the 
Sangama.The tour will continue to 
Mysuru, where the itinerary 
includes St Philomena’s Church, the 
Cauvery Art Gallery and Craft 
Emporium, Mysuru Palace, Mysuru 
Zoo and Chamundi Hills. The sched-
ule provides time for visitors to 
explore the palace and zoo before 
visiting the Chamundeshwari 
Temple on the hill. 

Dasara travellers can explore 
Mysuru and Srirangapatna 

with KSRTC’s day tour

Bengaluru: Union 
Minister  H.D. 
Kumaraswamy has 
launched a sharp attack 
on Hassan Deputy 
Commissioner K.S. 
Lathakumari over her 
decision to issue a notice 
to the district 
Superintendent of Police 
in connection with 
Ganeshotsav arrange-
ments. He accused the 
officer of exceeding the 
limits of her position and 
called for greater 
accountability in the dis-
trict administration.

“Does a person grow 
two horns as soon as she 
becomes a Deputy 
Commissioner? She 
should be careful,” 

Kumaraswamy said, 
questioning the need for 
issuing a notice to the SP. 
He also asked whether 
t h e  D e p u t y 
Commissioner consid-
ered herself a feudal 
ruler and insisted that 
officials should function 
within the limits pre-
scribed for their posts.

Kumaraswamy said 
the SP, who is also a 
woman, had responsibili-
ties in maintaining law 
and order and questioned 
the circumstances under 
which the notice had 
been issued. The issue 
has attracted attention in 
Hassan following the dis-
pute over the administra-

tion’s handling of 
G a n e s h o t s a v - r e l a t e d 
matters.

The Union Minister 
also criticised what he 
described as the Deputy 
Commissioner’s conduct 
on social media. He ques-
tioned whether she had 
the authority to publish 
posts on the matter and 
argued that official com-
munication should fol-
low established adminis-
trative procedures. If 
public statements 
required action, he said, 
the matter could be taken 
up with the Chief 
Secretary.

Kumaraswamy then 
r e f e r r e d  t o 
Lathakumari’s earlier 

tenure as Secretary of 
the Karnataka Public 
Service Commission. 
Alleging that her past 
record deserved serious 
examination, he said she 
should have been placed 
on leave and suspended 
rather than appointed to 
head the Hassan district 
administration.

He also referred to the 
installation of several 
Ganesha idols in 
Devegere and questioned 
the decision to issue a 
notice to the SP. Asking 
whether the police chief 
had no responsibility in 
the matter, he said such 
disputes could affect 
coordination between 
senior officials.

‘Does becoming DC give her horns?’ 
Kumaraswamy questions Hassan official

Dharwad: Rejecting the 
Karnataka government's 
proposed drought com-
pensation of Rs 2,500 per 
farmer, cultivators from 
Kundgol taluk have 
demanded Rs 50,000 each 
to overcome the impact of 
the drought. The farmers 
staged a protest in front 
of the Dharwad Deputy 
Commissioner's office, 
accusing the government 
of offering an amount 
that would do little to 
ease their financial dis-
tress.

The protesters said 
drought-hit farmers were 
facing mounting difficul-
ties and that the proposed 
assistance would not be 
sufficient even to pur-
chase essential agricul-
tural inputs such as seeds 
and fertilisers. They 
demanded that the gov-
ernment assess the seri-
ousness of the situation 
and provide compensa-
tion proportionate to the 

losses suffered by cultiva-
tors.During the demon-
stration, the farmers dis-
played Rs 500 notes and 
made a sarcastic offer to 
contribute money to the 
state government. They 
said they were prepared 
to add Rs 500 to the pro-
posed Rs 2,500 relief and 
send the total amount of 
Rs 3,000 back to the gov-

ernment.
“If the government is 

short of funds, it should 
tell us. We are ready to 
borrow money and pro-
vide it,” the farmers said, 
criticising the relief pack-
age.

They argued that farm-
ers who provide food to 
society should not be 
treated as though they 

were seeking charity. 
According to the protest-
ers, the government must 
protect cultivators from 
the consequences of 
drought instead of 
announcing assistance 
that fails to cover even 
basic expenses.

The farmers reiterated 
their demand for Rs 
50,000 in drought compen-
sation for each affected 
farmer. They warned that 
the agitation would inten-
sify if the government did 
not reconsider its deci-
sion.

As part of their protest, 
they announced that they 
would march to Vidhana 
Soudha and stage a siege 
on October 26, along with 
a 'barakolu' agitation.

The protesters urged 
the state government to 
respond to their demands 
and announce substan-
tial financial assistance 
to help drought-hit farm-
ing families.

Dharwad farmers threaten Vidhana 
Soudha siege over drought relief


